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News from WABCG            August 2017 

Editorial 

Summer time is ending in my country. For many people – 
but not for growers! – summer is the time to take a 
break… in order to come back to the front line with 

renewed energy! And we 
growers will need this energy to 
ask, again and again, for a fair 
remuneration for our work.  

Two years ago, WABCG 
highlighted that in most 
countries the sugar value is 
shared between growers and 
millers thanks to the application 

of a predefined rule, usually a formula, depending on the 
market situation. The more the rules are precise, the 
more the growers consider the price as “fair”. Fairness is 
also measured on the market segmentation used to 
calculate this share. This segmentation is very largely 
focused on the sugar product, occasionally on ethanol 
and very rarely on bagasse, despite the strong 
development of cogeneration over recent years. And, last 
but not least, growers can only have a sentiment of “fair 
price” if they consider the control system to be impartial. 

If I could summarize, what growers are asking is very 
simple: fairness thanks to a controlled value sharing of all 
the products that we grow.  

Of course, the recovery of the sugar value in 2016 has 
been short, and this month again we are at a lowest. 
Should we then lower our voice on this subject?  Of 
course not! We growers know that market can be 
volatile; but we also know that if our remuneration is 
fair, and if we build efficient risk management tools, we 
can still believe in a great future – for growers and for 
the entire sugar industry! 

Jean-Pierre Dubray, WABCG President 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Next meeting : 

ISO/WABCG Consultation 
 
 

27 November 2017 
CCT Venues Plus South Quay 

193 Marsh Wall 

London, UK 
 
 

A unique way to have news  
of the state of cane and beet fields  

all around the world,  
directly from growers! 

 
 

Including a session on climate change : how to 
mitigate and manage risks? 

 
 

Programme and registration documents 
available upon request 
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NEWS FROM EUROPE   
 
CIBE is an associated member in WABCG. It defends 
and represents the interests of beet growers vis-à-
vis European Institutions and international 
organisations since 1927. CIBE is composed of 
national and regional associations from 18 
European beet-producing countries. These include 
140,000 growers from 16 EU countries (Austria, 
Belgium, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Poland, Romania, the Slovak Republic, 
Sweden, the United Kingdom) and roughly 130,000 
growers from 2 non-EU countries (Turkey and 
Switzerland). 
 
On the eve of a profound change in the EU beet sugar 
sector, with the abolition of the EU sugar quota system 
entering into force on 1st October 2017, and in a moving 
and uncertain context at EU and 
world level, CIBE and the 
European Beet Growers have to 
face various and numerous 
challenges. The liberalization of 
the EU beet sugar production 
opens, on the one hand, 
opportunities for EU sugar 
undertakings and beet growers to 
expand and, on the other hand, exposes European beet 
growers to higher regulatory and market risks.   

The regulatory risks are related to changes and new 
developments both in the framework on growing beet 
and on trading beet. Firstly, the standards for growing 
practices continue to become more restrictive, with 
higher pressure and more stringent criteria in the 
approval/renewal for plant protection products in the 
EU. For example, based on new conditions of approval, 
the EU Commission has proposed to ban 3 substances 
currently used in pelleted beet seed. This would have 
significant consequences for growing practices and 
productivity. CIBE has been particularly active in the past 
few months to explain how the use of these products and 

technique are environmentally sustainable. Secondly, the 
contractual framework between growers and sugar 
undertakings has de facto put growers in an unbalanced 
position vis-à-vis undertakings, with risks for growers to 
be the adjustment variable of the sugar supply chain and 
consequently risks for undertakings to face opportunistic 
behaviour of some growers on the medium term. 
Therefore, CIBE is pushing for growers’ position be 
strengthened so that they regain capacity and power to 
negotiate and weigh on the terms and conditions of beet 
purchase, including on prices and quantities to be 
supplied. 

The high volatility on world sugar markets and the 
expected higher volatility on EU sugar market also 
represents increasing market and price risks due to 
potential oversupply of the EU market and to greater 
exposure to world markets. It is therefore essential to 
first of all enhance EU market transparency. In this 
regard, CIBE has pushed for the setting up of a Sugar 
Market Observatory to provide the EU sugar sector with 
more transparency. However, CIBE considers that the 
data notifications and communications proposed by the 
EU Commission are not sufficient in reflecting the right 
market signals on time. Therefore, CIBE pushes for 
improved notifications and communications to ensure 
symmetrical, high-quality, reliable and timely information 
for all stakeholders. Furthermore, it is key for growers to 
be in capacity to access adapted and efficient risk 
management tools. In this context, CIBE is currently 
taking part in the discussions related to the mid-term 
review of the Common Agricultural Policy. CIBE 
advocates adapting the available “toolbox” for farmers to 
deal with the inevitable higher volatility of prices, 
margins and revenues. This is indispensable, as possible 
severe crises will endanger the farm’s financial stability 
and the resilience of the EU beet sugar sector. 

  

Elisabeth Lacoste, Director 
CIBE (International Confederation of European Beet growers) 
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NEWS FROM SUDAN 
 
Kenana, in Sudan, is an associated member in 
WABCG.  
 

Kenana Sugar Company has approved the 
commercial release of two sugar cane varieties 
brand : Kn B01-619 & Kn B 03-1184.  

The new varieties  
can produce up to 
55-60 tons cane per 
Feddan (Acre), but 
the first ratoon 
yield up to 48 tons 
cane/Feddan.  

The newly 
launched breeds 
being produced 
and developed by the R& D –Agronomy Research 
department of the Company within the Kenana 
estate after three years of experiments and field 
trials and operation test covering all aspects of 
direct planting 
and mechanical 
harvesting and 
successfully 
passed all tests 
and promising 
the 
establishment 
of new 
generation of  
cane varieties of this kind in Sudan and the region. 
The major characters of the new varieties are of 
high cane yield  with high sugar content and good  
ratoon ability and erect at harvest.  

The Company is planning to  plant the two varieties 
in 7,000 Feddan out of the total area of 90,000 
Feddan for crop season 2017/2018, the new cane 

varieties being 
certified and 
accredited by 
the 
Government 
authorities.  

The Company 
objective is to 
maintain 
sustainable 
sugar cane 
varieties to match the expected production 
expansion plans and to cope with the climatic 
changes and improve the field operations and 
maintain high productivity cane. 

Sudan sugar production season 2016/2017 end with 
total production 575,038.85 MT.  

Mr. Hassan Hashim Erwa  
Corporate Director Sales and marketing  

 Kenana sugar company – Sudan 
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NEWS FROM TURKEY 
 
History 
The establishment of sugar production and sugar 
factories in Turkey started in the Republic era.  The 
first sugar factory was opened in 1926, with the 
participatio
n of local 
entreprene
urs in Uşak. 
At the same 
time, the 
Alpullu 
Sugar 
Factory was 
opened in 
1926 and 
produced the first Turkish sugar.  
Until the early 1930s, these two factories partially 
met the country's need. Eskişehir and Turhal Sugar 
Factories were established during this period and at 
the beginning of the 1950's the establishment of 
new factories was initiated by the private sector in 
order to meet the increasing sugar need and to 
produce sugar beet raw material regularly and 
efficiently. 
After the Second World War, 11 new sugar factories 
were built in the period covering 1951-1956, and in 
1956 the number of factories reached 15. These 
factories were built with the capital of Adapazarı, 
Amasya, Kayseri, Konya and Kütahya beet producers 
and brought together in the name of “Pancar 
Ekicileri Kooperatifleri” (Sugar beet growers 
cooperatives) 
Along with the planned economy period, from 1962 
to 2001, 15 more factories were opened to meet 
the increasing sugar demand parallel to the increase 
in population and income. 
Thus, the number of sugar factories belonging to 
the Public, Cooperative and Private Sectors reached 
31 in 2005. The number of sugar factories reached 
33 with the Aksaray Sugar Factory, which received 

an establishment permit before the sugar law, and 
the Boğazlıyan Sugar Factory, which was operating 
in the same year again in 2006. 
Sugar beet farming is contracted by the factories 
which belong to PANKOBIRLIK, public factories and 
private sector factories within the framework of 
Turkey Sugar Factories Inc.  As a requirement of the 
contract made with the sugar factories, sugar beets 
are produced in the same field with a rotation of 3-4 
years. Beet planting in Turkey starts in February 
depending on the climatic conditions and continues 
until May. The beet harvest begins in late August 
and lasts until the end of November. 
 
 
2016/17 Marketing Year 
Companies have signed 21 million 77 thousand tons 
beet contract with farmers to increase beet, which 
is the raw material of the sugar quota allocated to 
the 2016/2017 MY by 17% compared to the 
previous year. Approximately 322.000 hectares of 
field beet plantings were made in this frame with an 
increase of 18% compared to the previous MY. 
Eventually, the total sugar quota increased six 
percent in MY 2016/17 where total beet sugar 
quota is announced as 2.5 MMT and the starch 
based sugar quota is 265,000 MT.  As a result of the 
increase in quotas, Turkey’s sugar beet plantation 
increased eight percent in MY 2016/17. Beet 
production was 19 million 593 thousand tons with 
an increase of 22% compared to the previous year. 
The amount of this beet produced is the peak of the 
past 15 years. Even though the production quotas 
for MY 2017/18 have not yet been announced, most 
expect these figures to slightly increase in the 
upcoming marketing year.  
PANKOBIRLIK, which is one of the biggest non-
governmental organizations of our country, meets 
about 40% of sector production with 5 sugar 
factories together with Amasya, Boğazlıyan Çumra, 
Kayseri and Konya factories 
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The map below shows the locations of all 
production facilities throughout Turkey. The plants 
marked in grey are the public beet sugar production 
factories that belong to Turkseker. The dark green 
plants Amasya, Kayseri, Boğazlıyan, Konya, Çumra 
are private and cooperative-owned (PANKOBIRLIK) 
and yellow marked are HFCS factories.  
 

 
Additionally, thanks to the capacity expansion 
investments made by PANKOBIRLIK, the production 
costs are reduced to minimum levels at the 
factories that increase the productivity through the 
used technologies and which can easily compete 
with the EU. 
However, besides quota production, we have 
decreased sugar production as a result of reduced 
sugar production quotas, such as unregistered SBS 
production and illegal sugar. 
The annual economic size of our beet sugar sector is 
5 billion US dollars and it is the source of income for 
about 10 million people, directly or indirectly. 
 
Policy 
The sugar sector is regulated by a Sugar Board that 
was formed in 2001. It is composed of members 
from government offices and sugar producers. The 
government has been in the process of making a 
substantial change to its sugar policy for the last 
few years. The government sent Parliament a new 
Sugar Law on April 8, 2013 that will replace the 
current law (Nr. 4634) 
The new Board will be entitled to determine quotas, 
allocate these quotas, and regulate issues such as 

new factory establishments, and increases in 
capacity but the board has not been announced yet 
by the government for the current MY.  
 
Privatization 
PANKOBIRLIK - (Union of Sugar Beet Growers 
Cooperatives) is the upper union of The sugar beet 
cooperatives, producing the sugar beet in 13.600 
accommodation units of 64 cities with more than 
1,6 million farmer partners and 315 branch offices 
of 31 cooperatives, 5 sugar factories (Konya, Çumra, 
Kayseri, Boğazlıyan, Amasya)  and more than 50 
agritulture-based shareholders in private sector, is 
an exemplary and successful model in the sugar 
sector,  
Our country has been producing sugar beet for 
more than 70 years, approximately 500 thousand 
farmers who plant beet every year are under 
serious pressure. We believe that the balance 
should be protected in favor of sugar beet  and the 
production of starch based sugars should be 
allowed in norms in the EU . 
PANKOBIRLIK observes  developments and changes 
in the World and the sugar industry, shares views 
and suggestions about the future of the industry 
with all sectors in various platforms.  Pankobirlik is 
directly following the process started in 2000 to 
restructure the sugar industry with privatization. 
The only objective of PANKOBIRLIK is to ensure 
continuity in raw material production, to reach the 
position that sugar beet deserves as a strategic 
product, to continue to produce added value for the 
country and to maintain its development. 
 
Ethanol & Molasses 
Sugar beets are the main source of bio-ethanol 
production in Turkey.  Annual molasses production 
does not vary vastly from year to year and is around 
670,000 MT. Currently there is a three percent 
mixture rate of bio-ethanol into fuel as specified by 
the Energy Market Regulatory Authority (EPDK). 
This ratio is expected to increase for the following 
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years. The law requires this bio-ethanol to be 
obtained from only domestically grown agricultural 
products.  
Currently there are three plants producing fuel-
purpose bio-ethanol with an established total 
production capacity of 150 million liters. Some 84 
million liters of this come from the Pankobirlik’s 
Cumra Plant in Konya where ethanol is produced 
from sugar beet molasses.  
 
Liquid sugar 
The first liquid sugar production in our country 
started in May 2005 in Çumra facilities connected to 
Konya Şeker. Established liquid sugar production 
facilities in Çumra increased production capacity 
twice in 2007 to 150 thousand tons per year in 
order to meet food industry demand. Liquid sugar 
does not contain any health risks because it is 
derived entirely from natural sources and from 
sugar beets. 
 

Mr. Taner TAŞPINAR, General Manager  
PANKOBIRLIK, Turkey 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) is the international organisation which groups together the national and regional 
associations of sugar beet and sugar cane growers at international level. WABCG has 37 member associations and unites over 5 million sugar 
beet and sugar cane growers from the five continents. WABCG is present in over 30 countries, producing 60% of world sugar production. 

 
www.wabcg.org  

 
Latest studies made by WABCG  

are available upon request. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 “What technical support is available to beet and cane growers 

around the world?”  

 

& 

 

“The European Union sugar market after quotas: what 

prospects?”  


